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MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem-
ber may continue next time.

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION 

A m e n d m e n t  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  o k d e r
10 LOWER THE VOTING AGE

MR. CHAIRMAN: We now taU
up the Half-an-hour Discussion.

Shn C. K. Chandiappan.

The spirit of what you ate going to 
say was discussed earlier. So, you 
be brief.

.SHRI s  M. UANERJEE (Kanpur). 
V>wr contention is that they might «ic- 
u pt it.

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
(Gwalior • An ally of the ruling 
party!

'SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN 
(Teilicheriy; Beloic going into the 
detaiLs of the matter, I would make 
« 1 equest to the hon Minister not to 
Mve aiK>ther evaoive reply to this 
question because in August 1972 I 
myself had raised this, question in the 
Hou ê by way of Half-An-Hour Dis-
cussion. As it is known to you, 
half-an-houi discussions, are raised 
when Ministers give evasive answers 
To a question whether there was any 
pioposal before the Government to 
reduce the voting age, fhe Minister 
had answeied that such proposals 
were under consideration, and when 
an half-an-hour discussion was rais-
ed, again the hon. Minister &ive the 
same rcpljj, a very brief but the same 
reply. But I would like to tell him 
that, in 1971, when his party faced 
the electorate m this country, they 
“had made a promise that they would 
reduce the voting age to 18. You 
may remember, in 1967 when bis 
party h id been reduced to a minority 
in nine States in the country, analys-
ing the election results the Prime 
Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi, 
said that one of the several reasons
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for the defeat of the Congress was 
the disenchantment of young people 
and they would try to do something 
to rectity this. In 1971 they got, as 
they always put it, the massive sup-
port of the young people. And those 
young people who supported them 
naturally expected that they would 
be given a right to have a say in the 
future of the country. But that has 
been denied.

To reject one of the arguments put 
iorward by Mr. Vajpayee, the bon 
Minister had quoted the recommen-
dation of a Joint Committee on 
amendments to Election Commission. 
He had quoted the recommendation to 
1 eject Mr. Vaipayee’s proposal. But 
the same Committee has recommend-
ed"

‘ Having considered both the 
above viewpoints, the Committee 
dccided that the voting age should 
be reduced from 21 to 18 years ”

The Committee, therefore, recom-
mended that article 326 of the Consti-
tution might be amended according-
ly I would just ask him whether he 
is ready to accept that proposal of 
the Committee, because that Com-
mittees recommendation was cited as 
something holy to reject Mr. Vaj-
payee’s proposal.

Then the petitions Committee of 
the Fourth Lok Sabha also had re-
commended that voting right should 
bp given at the age of 18

I had been hearing the discussion 
which was taking place in the House 
on Mr. Vajpayee’s Resolution when 
this point was also raised. Several 
members said that something very 
dangerous would happen if people 
were allowed to vote at the age of 18. 
It has been said that they are stu-
dents at that age, they will not be 
able to study and all that. My lion, 
friend, Mr. Daga, has pointed out that 
at the age of 18* they we students 
and their studies would be affected.
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What is the percentage of such stu-
dents in the country? It is very
small. Even after 25 years of in-
dependence, most of the people do not
have the fortune of being in the
scnools upto tne age of 18. So, don't
worry about the students. The ques-
tion today is whether you are gomg
to accept certain realities which have
been accepted more or less the world
over. That is, the young people to-
day want a greater say. They want
to have a gre.ater say on all matters,
they want to have a direct partici-
pation and they do not want any more
to be heated in a patronising man-
ner. And when ~·::e Government say
that young people ale behaving in an
irresponsible manner this is one of
the ways by which you can share
your responsibility with the young
people. You can take them into con-
fidence :IT'n. you can give them cer-
tain right an j you have also to ac-
cept the f act that 111 the present age,
dUe to tecl.nological developments,
due to spread of mass media. cornmu-
nications, etc., the young people today
are not like the young people of' the
olden days; they are more enlighten-
ed, more educated, more conscious of
t'heir right and they want that their
right should be accepted.

- I will not make a long speech. We
often cite the example of Britain, the
Mother of Parliaments" In Britain
two elections were held, that is.
tl1e recent election and the election
before, on the basis of f8-year voting
right. In the United States 18-year
voting right has been granted. Our
two· neighbours, Bangladesh (where
conditions are more or less similar to
ours), and Ceylon have granted 18-
year voting right.

I want' a categorical answer from
the hon. Minister. He was whisper-
ing to me that more or less the same
answer I will get. I want to tell you
of one thing. If you are today deny-
ing it, it is not like the denial of
1972. 'There is a different' context
and menning. Now the Election

Commission is in the midst of delimi-
tation. They have appomted Com-
mittees and work is going on. If
your intention is not to bluff young
people, if your intention is that' you
will consider and do something, this
is the time for you to grant voting
rights. If you want it after a year
or so, it is not practical for you to
implement it in 1976. So, I will take
it, if he denies now or if he says, it
is under consideration, or many
things are to be discussed, I would
beg to submit to him, that it is not
as an academic matter that I am
raising this thing. If you say like
that, you should remember, by that
stutement you are completing the
betrayal of the young people which
you have been doing for the last few
years, I think it will not be pardon-
r;d and I would like to strike a note
of warning. that there is going to be
a very powerful united movement of
the yOUJl':; poopls in this country
·,,·;1i':h wi'! Ix massive, which win be
n: tit:::.lt. they will adopt whichever
course they may like for achievinn
this right before the 1976 elections.

So. taking all these into account.
I would request the hon. Minister 1'0
say 'yes' or 'no'; let us be quite clear
about it.
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