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SHRI C. K. CHANDRAFPAN
(Tellzcherry): Sir, I am very happy 1o
extend support to the Bill introduced
by Shri Pandeya. This right to vote
at the age of 18 being granted to the
young people hus been discussed in
this House several times before. Fur-
ther, 1t is not as if the young people
of only our country are demandmg it.
This 1» a demand raised by the younyg
people all over the world

This demand has been conceded in
the recent past by several Govern-
ments of the world. The only argu-
ment n favour of this is not that some
Governments have accepted it. But
it is a strong argument that the Gov-
ernment of United States, that the
Government of United Kingdom and,
last month, the Government of France
had accepteq it. I am referring to
these three countries because these are
the countries which belong to the
capitalist world. P

This 1s a 1ight given to the young
people bv the socialist countries from
the very inception of those countries.
Maybe, the Government might say
that it is a different system altogether
which is existing in those countries.
That iy why I pointed ou. that the
hizhiy advanced capitalist countries
have given this right to vote at the
pee of 18 tp their young people.

Another argument might be advane-
¢d that these highly advanced coun-
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tries could afford to experiment by
gving a right of vote to young people
but we may not be able to do it. 1
do not think that this will stand as a
reasonable argument. If you look
around our country, Ceylon which is
& couniry, more or less, similar {2
that of ours had granted the right
only two years back. Bangladesh, a
country which was liberated only two
years back, and the conditions 1n thut
couniry in so many ways are not a3
good as that we have our country, has
also given that right to vote at the
age 18 to their young people. Nothing
has happened in those countries that
should strike a note of alarm to the
Government of India. So, my reques:
is that since there is nothing dange-
rous, since there 1s nothing lLiad invol-
ved in it, there is no reason for the
Government of India to deny this
right to our young people.
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Today, the Indian Youth Congress
has brought lakhs of pcople to the
capital of our country. I welcome
them that they have come to this part
of the country, to the capital of our
country, to voice certain demands of
the peopie Maybe, the hon. Minister
will also agree that many of those
who came to demonstratec against
fascisim, reaction, black-marketing,
hoarding, profiteering and all that,
were all helow the age of 18. If these
young people can take a position in
relation to the policies of our Gov-
ernment, while demonstrating their
opinjon, while voicing their protest,
why can'i they vote at the time they
are called upon to vote?

Another thing is that not a single
party in this country, including the
ruling party, had opposed this de-
mand in public. More than that, last
time, in 1971, when Mrs. Indira
Gandhi had caught the imagination
of a large number of young people in
our country by adopting certain radi-
cal policies, at that time, an impres-
sion was created in our country that
the young people will be allowed to
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vote at the age of 18. 1f I might say,
this is a breach of confidence, This is
another example of breaking of pre-
mise. 1t will not be denied by the
Minister.

Last {ime, while replying to a Half-
an-hour discussion, the Minister him-
self said that they have no intention
to deny the young people the right
to vote at the age of 18. But now 1
have all my doubts that they have
no intention to grant this right to the
young people in the coming General
Elections. The elections are not very
far off. At that time, when I raised
the question of delimitation of consti-
tuencies, the Minijster said that not
to worry about it, that the delimita-
tion of constituencies will go on and
that even if the process of delimitation
will go on, the right can be permitted
to be granted to the young people
and they can be brought into the
electorate.

Let me ask a pointed  question.
There are almost 1} years to go
for the next General Elections. If
they do not take a final decision on
this matter, does it not mean that this
Government is gning to deny the
right of the young people to vote at
the sge of 18 in the next Generai
Elections? My fear is that, by gamn-
ing time, by postponing the decisinn,
they ure virtually gomng to deny the
right of the young people to have a
say in the affairs of this country.
Thi, 1s something which is not fully
in tune with what has been happen-
ing around the world. In this coun-
try, as everywhere else in the world,
the young people today are not like
the young people who were living a
decade or a few decades ago; they
are more literate more educated. We
are living, as pcople say, in an age of
technological revolution and scienti-
fic innovations. The young minds are
receptive and they are looking for-
ward for new values; they are trying
to discard the old ones. In this situa-
tion, the young people have every right
to demand the right to vote at the age
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of 18 which no Government having
any sense of democracy should deny
in today’s situation. But, unfortuna-
tely, this Government are not learn-
ing lessons from experience, That is
my complaint. Last time when this
discussion was going on, some friends
pointed out that, if they are given the
right to vote at the age of 18, our
universities and schools would be«
come the hot bed of politics. But
what happened in Gujarot? Was it an
accident? I may have my own reser-
vations about what happened there.
That is a different matter. What is
happening in Bihar? 1 am  deadly
against the policies of Shri Jayapra-
kash Narayanan. That is not the point.
But the fact remains that today in the
universities and colleges there is a
crisis. Thp young people in our coun-
try are disgusted with the present
system. They want a change. They

want to change the basic policles
that you are pursuing, the policies
which arc breeding only uncmploy-

ment and price rise and are helping
the black marketeers and are shelter-
ing the hoarders and profiteers. Where
will they have their say? They do not
like corruption. Where will they
have their say about all these things?
These people who are wearing the
garb of rulers of the country say that
these young people can go and revolt
in the street but they will not be
given the right to vote. There is a
fallacy in this kingd of thinking. Those
young people who are coming to the
streets are not the people who would
like to comg to the streets. But therc
is no other opening for the ventilation
of their feelings. They woulgq like to
contribute positively for the develop-
ment of the country, they would like
to contribute positively for the demo-
cratic process in our country to ad-
vance. These young people today are
more educated, ther have better un-
derstanding; they are the people who
can contribute greatly to see that we
live in a democracy. But this policy
that is being adopted by the Govern-
ment will not help. These people who
are sitting in the Treasury Benches
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speak very nice of the young people;
they say, ‘Come on; you take up the
responsibility ‘’for rebuilding the
country’. But what is there to rebuild
when they have no say in the future?
When there are merciless exploita-
tions taking place in the country,
when people are exploited to the mar-
row, the young people who are creat-
ing wealth in the couniry have no
say. This is not good, This will not
serve the purpose of democracy. This
will not serve the purpose for which
the country stands dedicated and cum-
mitted. That is why, Sir, we demand
that the Government should got take
a position. They should not stand
They should come out
and positively respond to it. This
1s a Bill moved by a Jana Sangh
Member, I know that. But that
should not stand as a taboo. This

on prestige.

is a noble cause, a cause of the
young people to have their say on the
future of the So, the
Government should positively res-
pond to this. If they do not accept
it, T can understand. The Govsrn-
ment will have its limitations—I ac-
cept it. But they may agree that this
Bill will be sent to a Select Com-
mitlece or they say or give an assu-
rance that they will bring another
Bill tv give this right. Or, at least let
them say that they will circulate this
Bill and get the opinion from the
people and within the Jife of this
Lok Sabha they will bring a Bill and

amend the Constitution so that the
voung people who sare 18, the new
generation, the post-Independence
generation will have a say about our
future.

country,
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With these words I fully support
the Bill moved by my friend Shri
Dr. Laxminarayan Pandeya.

e

17.82 hrs,

RE.: BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

MR. CHAIRMAN: Before I call an-
other Member, as per agenda at 5.30
we are expected to take up the Half-

an-hour discussion raised by Shri
Vishwanath Pratap Singh on the
package scheme to attract Indian

scientists, technologists and engineers
working abroad. T want to know the
sense of the House—whether to con-
tinue with this and posipone the half-
an-hour discussion, Only 45 mnutes
are allotied for this Bill.

s gEH AT wPAA (AIAT) ¢
7 FT s0TeAr AT F foa eufaw w@ T,
T qET A URE AT AW Y AT

SHRI R. R. SHARMA (Banda): Let
us take up the Half-an-hour dis-
cussion. This can be continued next
week.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI K. RAGHU-
RAMAIAH): We have no objection
to it,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Because there
are quite a number of speakers who
want to speak on your important Bill,
I think this can be postponed to the
next allotted day for private Mem-
bers’ Bills, and we may now take up

the Half-an-hour discussion.

Shri Vishwanath Pratap Singh.
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HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

PACKAGE SCHEME TO ATTRACT INDIAN
ScienTisTs, TECHNOLOGISTS AND ENGI-
NEERS WORKING ABROAD

SHRI VISHWANATH PRATAP
SINGH (Phulpur): This phenomenon
of “brain-drain” is a function of the
“wealth-poverty” gap between the
countries of the world, And so long as
we continue to treat human talent as
a commodity, it will seek the market;
fegitimat ly or illegitimately ang the
forces 0. supply and demand will
ruthlessly siphon it wherever their
equilibrium may be. Brain will
continue to be sold, smuggled and
blackmarketed just like gold or ura-
nium. And so long as the under-
developed countiries continue to seek
answers within the ambit of the eco-
nomics of Adam Smith, the answer
that they will get is that there is no
answer,

We ‘must assess the odds we are
pitted against. We are pitted against
the mighty wealth of the affluent
countries We cannot hope {o match
the emoluments of our scientists or
the facilities in our laboratories with
those of the developed countries. U
we are seeking answers in this direc-
tion, we are seeking answers which
we canno{ afford. We have to seek
our answers elsewhere, We will have
to address ourselves to the human ele-
ment to the human intellect itself, and
understand its sensitivities and sus-
ceptibilities and match them to the
needs and the demands of the coun-
try. Before I come to the solution of
this problem I would like to lay be-
fore you the dimension of the prob-
lem of which we have had a glimpse
in the UN Secretary General's report
followed by a detaileq study DY
UNCTAD. The UN Secretary General's
repori says:

“Relatively few advanced nations
are now obtaining a valuable re-
source for which they pay virtuslly
nothing.”
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