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SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN (Telli-
cherry): Sir, when the demands of the
Education Ministry are being discussed,
we raise certain fundamental problems
of education, not as a matter of eriti-
cism, but because we would really like
to see that our educational system
becomes an instrument which will lead
to socia] changes. 1 have been using,
I think, the same words while parti-
cipating in this discussion every year.
But the problems which we have posed
all along remain unresolved. In re-
gard to the goal and perspective of
our education and the content of the
textbooks, I must say with great
regret that the government has not
succeeded in bringing about any desir-
able change. When we read this report
and iry to understand our educational
system, we find that our education 1s
rather detached from the realities we
are facing today after 26 years of in-
dependence. In the universitles,
schools and other educational institu-
tions, we are trying to mould the
fuilure of this country and ensure thit
the education should be such that it
cshould meet the requirementis of i0-
dependent India and not the require-
ments of India before independence
When you look at it from this angle,
you find a lot of disparities between
the situation today and the require-
ments of the country.

Education in my opinion is trying
fo take an attitude of an impartinl
insiitution. Does it teach the studenis
or does it bring into the minds of the
younger generaticn in our country that
they stand for democracy and secul-
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arism and they will fight for socialism?
These are the goals to which the nation
stands committed. -But if you read the
textbooks, especially those orescribed
for the school students, you can see
that very reactionary and outmoded
ideas are penetrated in those fext-
books. Only yesterday—my friend
Mr. Stephen must have read it——there
was a news in the Kerala press thal a
resolution was moved in the Kerala
University Syndicate demanding that
a book produced by the Language
Institute, an institute financed by the
Centre, should be scrapped and it was
accepted. The book is on the political
system in our country. The Senate
had to agree that it should not be used
even as a reference book because of
the 'way in which it ridicules the whole
system of democracy in our country
and the Indian Constitution. It is not
an accident that this has happened.
In the school books you can see ihat
governments are categorised as de-
mocracy and dictatorship even today!
Maybe 26 years ago it was all right.
Soviet Union and Hitler's Germany
were both dictatorships, Does it not
make any difference? This kind of
textbooks give a certain orientation 1o
the minds of the young which is not
suited to the needs of the country.
In many textbooks Mr. Jayaprakash
Narayan is portrayed ag a living hero
of democracy. In the second senience
of this report, it is said; it begins like
this: “With the proclamation of the
Emergency, however, the general at-
mosphere took a dramatic turn for the
better and the country's educational
system hag greatly benefited as a
result, Fducational life hag now been
restored top normalecy and ecademic
programmes are runhing on an even
keel.” Who was responsible for this?
The mention of the reference is ap-
parently about the siruggle which was
launched by Shri Jayaprakash
Narayan. I konw there are other pro.
blems which lead to student unrest.
But this particular reference is towards
that strugyle. In the textbooks, he is
shown as one of the apostles of de-
mocracy. That is not good.
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In regard to other matters, we
always demanded that the education
system should not be left at the mercy
of the management. It happens that
our education ig largely run by private
management who are commerciallsing
it into a profit earning enterprise. I
do not want to go into the various
problems relating to appoiniments, ad-
missions and corruption in this field,
which are rampant. In the schools
run by religious minorities, compulsory
prayer is imposed on the students. In
a democracy like ours, such things are
not desirable. We feel that the edu-
cation should be nationalised and the
textbooks should be prepared by the
Government through an agency which
can regularly review the content of
education so that it will have a scien-
tific orientation,

Coming to the examination reform,
UGC has appointed certain committees
and their reports are being implement-
ed. The fact even today remaing that
our examination system, as a whole, is
obsolete. It puts the studen! under a
rigorous torture. It is a memory
orientation. I do not know why we
are struggling with this examination
reform for years and years and decades
and decades. I hope, Government will
introduce some reformg in the system
of examination very soon,

There are public schools in our
country. They are g legacy of the past,
They remain and flourish. We have
these institutiong which are creating
elitism in our country which is con-
trary 1o the principle of socialism,
These institutions should be abondoned
forthwith. Thig country should be able
to go forward without this menace of
public gchools being created and public
money spent on them, I think that
the Government should make up its
mind once for all. The Government
is irying to dilute the public school
system by saying that we will have
some  reservations in them. This
public school system has a tradition of
creating an elitism and that {s no!
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permissible in a system which we are
irying to create in our country.

When the Emergency was declared,
we supported it because it was a bold
action taken by the Government
against reactionary forces which were
' trying lo subvert democracy in our
country. We never thought that it was
due to something that has happened
in Patna or anywhere. It has its deep
roots in the social fabric everywhere.
In our educational system, it has is
roots. This is not a new invention thail
I am trying to bring before your notlice
Who does not know that CIA is acti-
vely working through various
agencies in our educational fleld?
Who does not know that RSS
and Anand Marg are active in
our educational fleld? The Govern-
ment hag made bold declarations that
i will wipe and weed them out. The
time is less; otherwise I will tell you
many stories. But I would cife one
example, only one. Here is an article,
“Education and Anand Marg™. This
15 a photostat of an article published
by G. C. Pande. This gentleman is
the vice-chancellor of the Rajasthan
University, now, at this moment. And
he says in his article—] quote:

“Sri Sri Anandamurti combines in
himself this rare synthesis of the
past and the present, the Indian and
the universal, the spirit and the
secular. Anand Marg thus ramifies
in a number of branches and covery
human life and activity in a com:
prehensive manner.”

He was eulogizing Ananda Murti who
is in jail in Patna, facing prosecution
in an alleged assassination case. And
thus gentleman is till today continuing
us the vice~chancellor of the university
m Rajasthan. And I am told—I was
in Jaipur the other day and I was told
by respectable teachers and students—
thai the guest house of the Jaipur
Universily ig a den of Avadhoots; that
and even to those Avadhoots who wera
Parrested and jailed the guest house
provided foed. Maybe, Dr. Pande
thought that Ananda Murtlii's Avad.
hoots ghould not suffer in jail. Is it
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permissible? If this happens al the
top levels of our educational institu.
tions, is il an accident? I don’t think
the Government is upaware of it. And
till the day the Anand Marg was
banned, the wife of this gentleman
was the lreasurer of an Anand Marg.
run institution. Did you do anything?
Hardly anything. ‘Thig is the case in
regard to Anand Marg. This is only
one case. There are many like this
We make bold declarations and herofe
speeches; but when it comes really to
touching the people, pin-pointing the
responsibility and punishing them for
the crimes they are perpetuating
against the younger generation in oty
couniry, we often prove lacking in
courage. I don't say that it is spine.
lessness; but it is something like it.

12,59 hrs.

[MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

Now, coming to CIA, the other day,
my friend, Shri Das Munsi was asking
a question here, viz. whether the Gov.
ernment was aware of the CIA rami
ficationg in the educational sphere.
First, the Minister tried to answer
negatively—it was not the Minister of
Education. but the Minister of Home
Affairs. Later, he agreed that there
are varjous institutions working in the
educational field who are recejving
money from various CIA_cover or.
ganizalions. What have you done
about it? What about the Vishwa
Yuvak Kendra? What are its acti
vities? What kind of relation is the
Government having in regard to i1*
The World Assembly of Youth was
dubbed and identified as one of the
cover organizations of CIA. This
Vishwa Yuvak XKendra, which was
heing financed by the same source, was
never touched. It is working scot-free.
It has only changed its label, It is
working in Chanakyapuri near Diplo
matic Enclave.

RSS ig in the administration. Ad.
ministration includes the adminisira-
tion of the Ministry of Education as
well. I am not saying who is there.
In the administraijon there are RSS
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elements. Not only among the tea-
chers, but even among the students
there are RSS elements. What mea-
sures have the Government taken to
weed them out? I do not think much
has been done,

13 hry,

On the contrary, certain very
peculiar initiatives are being taken
under the very nose of the Education
Minister. 1 do not know what is the
inspiration behind it. I wag told that
teachers in Delhi are given assignments
to bring in a cerlain number of people
for sterilization operation; otherwise,
they will not be given their salaries,
or their promotion wili be in trouble.
Even unmarried lady teachers are told
“you should bring 10 or 15 peuple for
sterilization operation”. Thig is ridi-
culous. Is it part of education? I do
not understand it. Is it the way in
which it should be done? Not that 1
am opposed to family planning, but
you are doing it in such g manner tha{
it becomes so vulgar and ridiculous,

Then, the young students in the
Delhi schools are given a form to be
filled in by their parents and sent back
within 24 hours. What is that form?
It is a form which seeks information
whether the father has undergone
sterilization operation and, it not, whe.
ther he is willing to undergo that. If
the child does not bring that informa-
{ion, he will not be admitied for the
examination. Is it good? Is this the
way of campaigning for something,
however good it may be? This is
nothing less than madness. Yet, this
is the kind of thing which is taking
place in Delhi.

Then I come to the participation of
youth and students in the implemen-
tation of the 20.point economic pro-
gramme. Sometime back we gave a
memorandum, to which fortunalely
Shri Das Munsi was also a signatory,
suggesting that those organisations
which support the Government on the
question of socialism, secularism and
democracy should be called upon to do
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a certain creative work in the field of
education. After the 20-point economic
programme ‘'was announced, we again
approached the Government with the
same request that those organisations
which are supporting the Emergency,
which are supporting the 20.point
economic programme should be given
the due role in the implementation of
this programnme,

In the Government's routine report
ihere is reference to certaln commit-
tees for afforestation, fight against dirt
and disease etc. I have nothing
against them. But 1 say that it does
not create a sense of involvement
among the students. After all, in this
country without getting the tacit sup-
port of organised youth and student
movement, if the hon, Education Min-
ister thinks that through his Secre-
taries he can implement this pro-
gramme, he is badly mistaken.

Take the experience of Kerala.
When the Congress-led student orga-
nisation—] am not speaking about the
Communist-led one, because thal may
create problems for them—when they
were given this role, they mobilised
tens of thousands of students to parti-
cipate directly in the national recon-
struction programme and other pro-
grammes. We also had our humble
role in that work in building bunds,
removing weeds which are badly
affecting the agriculture, without any
hudgetary alocation. You can do it
here, provided you have the righi ap-
proach. But, unfortunately, vou do no!
have that approach. Your approach
is typically bureaucratic. You leave if
1o the Ministry, and the Ministry leave
it to the officers down below, and red
tape delays things. So, it wil never
come to fruition. You will never be
able successfully to implement the 20-
point economic programme without a
sense of involvement of the student
community.

One word about the physically
handicapped. This s not to plead
for anything special I <think the
Ministry is doing certain things, but
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they should have a more sympathe-
& more creative ;:;
proach, s0 that these people
their Qlace in society.

DR. V. K. R. VARADARAJA RAO
(Bellary): I am speaking on the
subject of education atter an inter-
val of filve years. This is because 1
had imposed on myselt a ban that,
having been a Minister of Education,
it would not be appropriate for me
in any wey to speak on the subject
or cause embarrasment to those who
are administering this portfolio. Five
years was my limit because I
thought that Parliament would be
dissolved at the end of flve years,
and I hope I will not be a Member
of the new Parliament. Theretore
1 thought this might be the last
occasion on which T would have an
cpportunity to speak, and hence I
sought the permission of the chief
whip of my party to speak on this
particular topic.

1 do not want to be critical. I know
what problems wre involved in ad-
ministering the portfolio of edu-
cation. It 1s not hike transport, ship-
ping or railways or even industries
where a great deal of authority,
finance and administrative power rest
with the Central Government. In case
of education, to a very large extent
Government hag to j;ely on persuad-
ing the State Governments and
persuading other people in the edu-
cational field, ang whatever litile
money they have got is spent not
directly by them, but by these
organisations, the most important of
which, of course, ir the UGC. There-
fore, 1 am very much aware of the
practical limitationg that are there
That is why, even when I was Minis-
ter T used to say that the Minister ot
Education is mainly w talking Minis-
ter He jnaugurates conferences,
gives key-note speeches, addresses

. Seminars, puts forth ideas, but when
it comeg down 10 getting things done,
he js very much handicapped. I say
all this because 1 know the difficulties
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under which the Ministry is funce

and, I am afraid, will
continue to function for some time
more.

I want to lay before the House for
the record what I think are a num-
ber of uncompleted tasks in the fleld
of education. There are other forums
from which I can talk about it, but
gince I am g Member of Parlament
and I happen to be an educationist,
having spent 45 years as a teacher
and an educational administrator, it is
but proper for me to place before the
House what I think are a number of
uncompleted tasks that lie before the
country jn the ileld of education, so
that through thiy augus: House some
impact may be made on Government
for speedy action in dealing with
them.

I would give prioiity of importance
in thus hist to the question of adult
illiteracy. It ig a subject on which I
have got very strong feelings For
years and years, both before I was a
Member of Pariiament and after-
wards, I have been talking about the
need for making this country literate
The number of illiterates in this
country, as T am sure is known to
this House, is probably there hundred
million or more. The number of illi-
terates has incremseq after indepen-
dence. Every country in the world.
after independence, has gone in for a
programme of liquidation onf jllite=
racy. Whether you want democracy,
whether you waat industrial civili-
sation, whether you want application
of science and technology or the remo-
val of superstition and so on, unless
you make the population liferate, you
are preventing them from having all
these things. That is what the Soviet
Union did; what China did; what
Indonesia did; what Cuba did. Here,
there has been no sustained pro-
gramme undertaken by the Govern-
ment adult i{lliteracy I woulg like
;oldknow what is happening in this

eld.

When T wag functioning on the
other side of the House, we had set
aside an amount of money for adulf



