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SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN (Can-
nanore): Sir, I rise to extend support
to this Bill. While introducing the
Bill, the hon. Minister himself had
saig that the ONGC is extending its
activities and therefore, certain com-
pletion of requirements are necessary
and those are provided in this Bill.

But when speak of this Bill and
when we extend support te the Bill, I
would like the hon, Minister to en-
lighten the House o some of the im-
portant expectations that the country
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has about the functioning of the
ONGC. In 1875, your predecessor,
Mr. K. D. Malaviya said that this
country would reach self-sufficiency
in respect of oil i the year 1980. Now,
according to available indications it
seems that we will not reach self--
sufficiency as expected. Some figures
which are available indicate that in
1966-67, the production was 8.8 million
tomies and the demand for oil was
23 million tonnes. There was a gap.
In 1980-81, the production js expected
to be 19 million tonnes and the demangd
would be 32 millioy tonnes. So, the
gap remains ‘almost the same. ONGC,
of course, is doing good work. I have
no complaints about the work they
are doing. But my apprehension is
the good work which they are doing
is in a very limited sphere. For
example, they are working i an area
covering 450 million tonnes crude
which js only a small fraction of the
known crude available, proven crude
available in the country. According
to a Russian expert, Prof. Kalinin,
who did a survey of the availability
of crude in our country, i the off-
shore itself it is possible to get 4000
million tonnes of crude. An Indian
expert cstimateq that the off-shore
and on-shore availability of crude
would be about 6200 million tounes.
Il means, the work of the ONGC ijs
covering only an area where 450
million tonnes of crude are availabla,
i.¢, less than 10 per cent of the total
availability is being explored, drilled
or prospecteq by ONGC. This is very
2:sufficient when we take into consi-
deration the needs of the country. The
minister will say, ONGC is working
under financial restraints. Then he
should come to this House with a
request for more funds and all sides
of the House will support him, It .is
not a party matter. He has not come
forward with such a request. Then,
it has been pointed put that there is
a lot of red-tapism in the working of

ONGC and there is no proper coordi~
naticty between ONGC and the minis-
try. The minister should clarify how
he will overcome these difficultics
during his stewardship,
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Mr, Saugata Roy made some points
about the working of the oil industry
in thig country. We have nationalised
most of the foreign-owned companies
in the oil sector. But what about
Assam Oil Company? Assam Oil
Company and Government of India
have fifty-fifty partnership in Cil
India. What js gokig to happen to
that? 1 hope the minister will clarify
the policy about the future of this only
foreign-owned o0il company in this
country today., In Cochin Refinery
ayd Hindustan Petroleum Corporation,
still 24 per cent of equity shares are
helg by Philips Petroleum and ESSO.
How long will you tolerate this?

As I said, ONGC should expand irs
activities further because at present
its work covers only 10 per cent of
the area where crude is available.
What will happen to the off-shore
drilling in Kerala? I am happy to
remember that soon after he assumed
office, auswering a question in tkis
House, he said that after the monsosn
he will send a team to investigate the
possibility of drilling in the Xerala
coast, This coast is supposed to be
having large sediments where 0i] will
be available from Cannanore to Allep-
pey. The rainy season is going to be
over and we wil] soon celebrate Onam
there.

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: I will
join you there.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: You
are welcome. We generally welcome
Mahabali, the socialist king, when we
celebrate this festival. If you come,

you will be heartily welcomeg along
with Mahabali. I hope you will visit
that place.
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