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PROF P G MAVALANKAR
(Gandhinagar) Sir, the Minster of
Parhamentary Affairs generally makes
las statement for the next week's
bLusiness on  Fridays But, because
tomorrow happens to be a hohiday, he
has made his statement today

1 only want to invite your attenton
to one aspect of the mattex There
ire 4 number of urgent matteis which
we cannot hold over for two, thiee or
four days Unless we focus the atten-
tion of the House to them today we
cannot rest at peace' Today, the Minis
ter gave his statement, I understand
that all matters under 377 have been

MR SPEAKER On Monday and
Tuesday after 12 O'clock afternoon
only legislative business will be taken
up It 15 for this reason that the
Ra)ya Sabha has no work whatsoever
at wll It has become very important
to provide some womk to the Rajya
Sabha also

PROF P G MAVALANKAR
I agrer with you But, my point 15
that therc are certain major matters
How shall we bring them under 377"

MR SPEAKER You give notiwce
on them I shall give you the time
Now, Shri Shanti Bhushan

12,09 hrs.
COMPANIFS (AMENDMENT) BILL*

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUS-
TICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS
(8HRI SHANTI BHUSHAN) I move
for leave to mtroduce a Bill further
to amend the Companies Act 1856

MR SPEAKER The question 1s
“That leave be granted to intro-

duce a Bill further to amend the
Companies Act, 19856”
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The motion was adopted.

SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN 1 intro-
duce the Bill

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE— contd
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MOTION RI CYCLONES IN Tl
STATES IN THE SOUTH

SHRI ¢ K CHANDRAPPAN (Cm
nanore) Su, I bey to move the fol
lowing

“That this House feels inten:cly
concerned with the severity of the
cyclones that struck several co.stul
areag recently in the States in the
South causing wade-scale deva lu-
tion, los of life and extensiv
damage to standing crops and pro-
perty and urgeg the Goverament 10
orgamze urgently massive relie”
work 1n the affected areas besidcs
drawing up long term programme
for rehabilitation of the affected peo-
ple "

Sir, T am sure that, in the course cf
the discussion of this Motion, thi~
House 15 going to discuss ome of the
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most devastaiing tragedies which had
overtaken our country in the recent
past. Sir, 1t may be true to say that
what happened 1n  Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and 1n the rest or South
Inda including Kerala, Karnataka and
Pondicheiry Is perhaps one of the big-
gesl devastation which has taxen place
in the recent past anywhere mn the
worlg 1tsclf When we discuss alout
it, 1t .5 very natural that we wil put
forward many suggestiong Jor the Gov-
ernment to consider immediately anu
also we would hke to suggest long-term
programme so0 that this kind of cala-
J‘I'I.Ity should be averted

Now, Su, whai happeneg 1n the 18-
cent period 18 rot something wh.ch wds
quite uneapectedl This part o1 the
country especially those coa~tal Stules
in the Biy of Sengal, 15 i & t0 V-
clonie stoum  Sometmes 1t mt B nplo-
desh <ometimes Wesi Bengil nd
sum ks O o It w . only last
year thag it hit Oussa and Andhra
Pri' h 8o, {15 not gonieth ng whith
is unespected  Evely yea 1t wi0re 01
less, orcurs In  such a situaton I
woulj hke the Government to enl.ghten
this 1T use as to why 1t failed so mise-
rably in warming the people 1n apdvance
and taking such measures ry which
mass deaths and destruction could be
avoideg to a certamn extent I co mot
think that we are Lving in 1 penod
when Srience 1s so backward that it
cannot forecast what 13 going to hap-
pen in the weather In 1864 there was
a big cyclone which mt Andhra Pradesh
and 1t 18 reported that 30000 people
died It 18 113 years ago. Today
after 113 years the sclence and techno-
logy 15 very advanced We have satel-
lite trekking system by which we can
forecast the weather and forecast a
cyclons and alfp its movements suffi-
clently in advemce Futther, there is
the network of radio and televizion
arrangements by which we could In-
form the people in advance .bout the
calamity expected to come Inspite of
fhis. 1 think, the Government could
herdlv do anything Of course, they
might have made a weather fotecast
sthrough fhe radio and slso raised the
pignals in the coast but was that
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enough? In thig modren period it 18
not enough. There ] find the goverr~
ment faled very badly May I here
draw your attention to what happened
in ( huna last yedr when there was a
very big earthquake apd earihguake
after earlhquake When everbody ex-
pected that mullions will penish What
the government did was thai they su-
fheiently in advance gave warmng to
the prople and askeg them to lLve in
open space Milbons of people beiore
the actual occurring of the earthquake
stayed mn the open space and thus
averted a very big calamuty I am not
saying it should be repeated n the
saome way here but the question 18
whether the Government had taken
any steps 1n that direction by which
the human lives coulj have teen
«aved I think the Government failed.
Not only this  There are nther things
also I de not know who 15 to be bla-
med for that All the newspapers 1ée-
ported that in Andhra Pradesh severdl
thousapds of pecple have los, their
Iines due io cyclone The tidal waves
entered tne wvillageg and there were
destruction and  devastation I[f was
said that everywhere the umv was
readv to save the people nd iender
all possible help to the affected pecple.
They were alerted earlier too But I
do not know whose fallure it was
Somebody failed somewhere rnd who-
ever failed, their falure 15 a crimnal
failure on account of which several
thousands have lost their lives Because
of this fallure, they had to pay the
price 1n death and destruction

gir this House should be told who
exactly was responsible for that and
those responsible shouly be pumshed
because the whole country 1s interes-
ted to know why there was a faflure
n this direchon This failure has res-
ulted tn such a blg calamuty taking the
ife of several thousands of people in
Andhra Pradesh I hope the Mimster
will keep 1t in mind and tell the House
why It has happeneg lke that

Coming to the other aspect of the
matter Sir, kindly look at the magini-
tude of the problem If you g0 through
the press report, you will know what
we gre saying tofay is only a tip of
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the ice berg. I was reading the Special
Correspondent’s report in ‘The Hindu'
after his visit fo some of the areas in
Andhra Pradesh. I hope you might
also have reag the news item. It zzys

are visible. But it says that there were
land slides and under the earth dead
bodies might possibly be lying. There
are dead bodies - washed away from
the area® which were marooned and
which are sti]] inaccessible. The Gov-
t of Andhra Pradesh reports
that about 20,000 people have died. I
think that i a estimate
made by the Government. That is their

|

than that, So, it is not the question of
20,000 or 30,000 people having lost
their lives. What happeneq is some-
thing which is beyond our imagination.
‘What has happeneq is something which
makes the whole country shudder to
think that such a calamity has happen-
ed in a modern country where science
and technology have advanced to a
great extent.

Simllarly when they speak about
Tamil Nadu, the figures given is rou-
ghly 500 or 486. This is according to
the information given on 23rd instant.
I think there also the same thing might
have happened. You will come across
many more dead bodies, Today the
Keralg Chief Minister has made a state-
ment that already 72 people are dead
and 72 people are missing. { do not
want to speak gbout Kerala because
what happeneg in Andhra Pradesh
cannot be compared with what happen-
ed in Kerala. In Kerala it is too DLittle.
But I think the Government should
take an overall view of the situation
of what happened in the entire South,
in gll the States of the South, whether
it i= Andhra Pradesh, whether it is
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pondicherry,
Karnateka or even Goa. I think what
happenej is something very big and
collosal. The loss in terms of money
value due to desienetlon runs into
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1t will perhaps take many years for
us to recover from the tragedy which
had overtaken us. It is not a question
of what happened in the south; what
happened there will have its impact
in the north ang the whole country
will reel under the impact of what hap-
pened in the States in the south. I do
not want to give figures of people
dead or standing crops destroyed or
fishermen lost; all that is known. I
want the government to look into thig
matter as a national problem, It should
not be merely left to the gtate govern-
ments nor should it be left within the
purview of the suggestions made by
the Financg Commissions. Some money
will be given by way of grant; the Cen-
tral government hag given Rs. 5 crores
to Tamilnadu and Andhra Pradesh. I
layl}i.!goodasaqumn‘butlt
is quite inadequate to meet the re-
quirements foday. So the government
should think about it in a much bigger
way and they have to he liheral in
rendering assistance to the Stateg and
people who have been affected.

Here I should like to make g few
suggestions. Because thimgs have hap-
pened in gn  unprecedented way we
have to be a little unconventional in
dealing with them. The Central gov-
enment ghould help in a big way, I
hope the Minister will enlighten the
Hnuse as to what their limit is; but
they should be liberal. Secondly, you
will remember that some 10 or 15
years ago there was a big earthquake
in Tashkant which was similar to what
bas happened in the South due 10 the
eyclone. Thousands of people died
there. After gbout a year ¢f that hap-
perung, I had an opportunity to visit
Tashkant and I found that they had
successfully wiped out all the marks
of that calamity. How did they do that?
That is something of inferest to us.
Thev asked every Republic in the
Soviet Union, whether ¢ was Byelo-
Russia far away, or Estonia still farther
away, to come and take part of Tash-
kant for reconnstruction. Responsi-
bility wag to them to do that,
besides  rendering help from the

-ceniral government. Here my sug-

gestion is that every state in our coun-
try should bear the burden of rebuild-
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ing Andhra, Tamilnadu ang Kerala
During this period you should allot
one or two districts to each slate, de-
pending upon itg capacity and ask that
state to render asmistance at this junc-
ture

I have a few suggestinos for the
rehabilitation of the people in that area
and I hope the government would
consider them Government ghould con~
vene a conference of Chief Mimsters
immediately and the Prime Minister
and the concerned munisters in the Cen-
tre should attend that anq they should
make an earnest appeal that the whole
of India should come to the rescue of
those who suffered in the south I hope
the government can do something in
a big way and would open its purse
and render hberal assistance so that
they can say we have done whatever
15 possible beyond 18 beyond our
capacity

Thig House should also make a fer-
vent appeal to the entire country to
the whole word to come to the aid of
the people who are suffering Volun-
lary organisations, politica] parties and
mass organisations should come and
help at this time of ecnsis I do not
know whether 1t would be good but as
a gesture we could send a delegation
from thus House to visit Andhra Pra-
desh not to make any representations
but to tell the people that the House
feels so strongly and so intensely for
them and that we are with them In
the period of crisis

I have a few short term suggestions
Death and devastalion has taken place
Destruction is immense The sufler
ings for the victims are only beginn-
ing Yesterday you might have read
in the papers that the people are run-
ning away from the villages because
of the stench of rotting human flesh
and it bnngs epidemics There sre no
vultures or other birds They are dead
in the cyclone So, the people In the
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provided ss a relief measure There is
large-scale destruction of houses The
bouses of rich people are made of
concrete and they are not affected by
tidal waves But the huts of the people
Lving in rural areag and urban slums
flew away i1n the wind. Those people
should be provided with sufficient
money by way of grants and loans to
rebuild their houses.

SHRI D B CHANDRE GOWDA
(Chukmagalaur) On a point of
order, Sir The Prume Minster, the
Tome Writher ‘Ra Twaree Womusher
and other munisters are not present

MR SPEAKER The concerned
minister—Agniculture Mimister—is pre-
sent

SBHRI C K CHANDRAPPAN It
would have been better if the Prime
Minister and Finace Minister were
present

MR SPEAKER Several of them are
already 1n those areas

SHRI ¢ K CHANDRAPPAN Loans
and grants have to be provided to the
peasantg to re-start their agricultural
operations Seeds ang fertilisers gshould
be provided Assistance should be
given to small traders ang &mall
ownerg of factories. They had only such
small things to earn their livelihood
Their problem ghould be seriously con-
sidered and adequate help should be
given Government should 1mmediately
wrile off all the loans due from the
peasants of those areas There should
be no collection of arrears of revenue
or other dues for the comung period
It should be written off The students
of those areas must have lost their
books statlonery and everything Gov-
ermnment should take steps to provide
books gtationery and also some money
to start with to the students The help
of all voluntary agencles Indian and
international should be mobilised Ef-
fertive steps should be taken to pre-
wens, safl arasion, end e evasion For
future adequate warning systems
should be provided to warn the people
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sufficiently in advance If thesc steps
ale 1mmediately taken we can sy
that thus House discussed the matter
seriously and tried to render all possl-
ble assistance I hope that this House
will not take 1t us a party n.atter—
Government versus opposition m tter
but as a matter in which the enfire
nation 1s concerned It is a patioral
problem ang I hope the government
will 1ise up to the expectations of the
people by comung forward with al) pi 81-
sible assigtance

MR SPEAKER motion moved

That this House tecls inle 1scly ¢ o 0=
ceined with the seventy of the cvclonces
that wfruck several coastal ureas 1¢t n
tly in the States in thc Soita ¢ wsitg
wide-scale devastation loss of Lie nd
extensive damage to standing ciops
and piopuily and urges the Govern
ment to organize urgently massive re-
hef work in the affecteq arens besides
drawing up long term progiamme for
rehabilitation of the affected penjle”

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CIAVAN
(Satara) Mr Speaker Sir may I -
tervene for a brief period in {lus very
important debate that 1s heing allow-
ed m the House today 1 am taking
precedence over one of my colleagues,
Mr Stephen, who has something mote
to say But I would hke to highlight
some of the very important points
which I conmder in the context cf this
eyclonic qisaster

Sir India has got very long coastal
line, roughly three thousand muiles or
perhaps more and having a coastal line
of this size, it 15 both advantageous
and disadvantageous Sometimes it 18
somewhat disadvantageoug on occaslong
like this. But mostly it is advantage-
Ous as & marine country That nieans,
really speaking the coastal hine ;g the
gateway to the marmne wealth as such
apart from being a means of commu-
nication with the entire world At the
same time, there are occaslong lke
fimg when we are exposed to unpre-
cedenfed disasters llke this. Ngtural-
1y we are all concerned and our hesris
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go out to people In Tamil Nadu, in
Andhra Pradesh, 1n Kerala, in parts of
Karnataka and Lakshdweep 1You
yourself {ook the imtiative ‘hat the
House should express itg feelings ol
concern about the disaster [I'ha Gov-
ernment of India fook immediile niufe
ol this and mudc some grants—lew
crores Of course they are sy olic
grants to begin with and naturally
our efforts will be concentra‘ed more
on the relief woik in days to come

Sir, may I make one suggestion in
suppoit of what Mr Chandrippin was
saymg that when disasters of taus « 7¢
come we do not looh to the old bo 1.
of the Finance Mimistiv to the guile
lines and yardsticks that were piepu-
ed some decades ago The p1ble
are very vast in the light of the de-
velopnient work that we have dore 1nd
the encouragement that ve gne 1o
agricultmal production  Apait 71 o
thus there 13 the problem of tht
of human life whith seems to be m
creasing everv dav as the inforniatin
comcs and now the human o, hs
gone to a fcw thousands in Andh 1
a few hundreds in Tamil Nadu
some hundreds 1o Kerala We ,hould
alsp take 1nto account the loss of
resources m the form of loss of value-
able crops I was told that ;n An-
dhra the crop was perhaps the best
this year Besidea the loss of nvalu-
able crops and resources like this
much worse 18 the derrage to the <ol
In Andhra the soil is the best for
paddy crop In such natura] calimi-
ties the soil gets distorteq and lost
It 18 a great loss and it is very diffi-
cult to assess such a loss So, I would
suggest that some imaginative peopl®
some people who have got the capac!
ty to understand the problem-
people spontaneously on the spot should
go into the matter One should not
merely look at it in terms of rupees
snnas and ples We must create
feeling 1n the minds of people that at
the time of disaster we have the real
friend in Government and in our de-
moreacy and this i the one ¢mportant
thing that we must esteblligh on wuch
occasions, Nuturally, on the question



