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“Friends, the time pas now come
for freedom loving Indians to act.
Action in a war crisis demands,
above all, military discipline as
well as unflinching loyalty to the
cause. I, therefore, call upon all
my countrymen in East Asia to line
up in one solid phalanx under one
leadership and prepare for the grim
fight that is ahead of us.”
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He concluded his speech by enunciat-
ing:

“....We have a grim fight ahead
of us—for the enemy is powerful,
unscrupulous and ruthless. In the
final march to freedom—you will
have to face hunger, thirst, pri-
vation, forced marches and death,
Only when you pass this test, will
freedom be yours. I am confident
that you will do so and thereby
bring freedom and prosperity to
your enslaved and impoverished
land.”
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“Comrades, I feel that in this cri-
tical hour, 380 millions of our coun-
trymen at home are looking at us,

the members of India’'s Army of Li-

beration. Therefore, remain true to

India and do not, for a moment,

waver in your faith in India’s des-

tiny. The roads to Delhi are many
and Delhi still remains our goal.

The sacrifices of your immortal

comrades and of yourselves will

certainly achieve their fulfilment.

There i no power on earth that

can keep India enslaved. India shall

be free and before long.”
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SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN
(Cannanore): 1 ~support the Biil
moved by Mr. Samar Guha and I
think I need not make a very long
speech because he has explained very
effectively his case. But I think a
certain other aspect also should be
taken into account, whether the
question is of giving a holiday or
whether it is a question of observing
it, as Dr. Ramji said, as a national
day. I think that is not the main
question. The question is of reco-
gnizing the significant role played by
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the
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freedom struggle of our country. I
think here we should also understand
—I1 think Mr. Samar Guha explained
that point also—that there were vari-
ous streams of India's free-
dom struggle. It was not
only the one which was led
by Mahatma Gandhi. Nobody will
deny that the struggle ]Jed by Maha-
tma Gandhi and the role of the
Indian National Congress are pre-
eminent in the freedom movement of
our country. But, at the same time,
there were other streams also which
played an equally significant and
important role in the freedom strug-

gle.

The role played by Bhagat Singh
is memorable; his was a terrorist
movement and the memory of Bha-
gat Singhp will inspire the younger
generation of today and tomorrow.
The role played by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose wil] inspire the young
people of this country for generations
to come.

Sir, in respect of certain struggles
which took place in the former Prin-
cely States, the hon. Home Minister
refused to consider them as part of
freedom struggle. The argument that
wag advanced was that the Indian
National Congress was not leading
that. In Travancore, during that
period after the second World War.
a new wave the movement for indepen-
dence took place. The Britishers were
keen to create a point from  where
they can start disrupting the unity
of the country. They found a Diwan
to the erstwhile King of Travancore
to play this game. Against that the
peozle rose and agitated and this is
called the Punnapura Vayalar strug-
gle in the former Travancore State.
Several hundreds of people were shot
dead. They were fighting for keep-
ing Travancore as a part of the In-
dian Union. While leaving this
country, the Britishers wanted to
create certain points from where they
thought they will be able to operate.
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One was Kashmir State, next, former
Hyderabad State and the third, Tra-
vancore State

At that time Sir C. P. Ramaswami
Ayyar was the Diwan of Travancore
and he gave the slogan for a free
independent Travancore outside the
Republic of India. Against that the
working class rose any fought. It
was led by the Communists. What is
wrong with it? The part played by
them for the freedom and unity of
the country has to be recognised In
the former Hyderabad State, under
the Nizam, a conspiracy was hatched
by the Britishers with the connivance
of the former Nizam of Hyderabad.
At that time the famous Telengana
armed insurgency took place. You
can see in that Telengana portion of
Andhra Pradesh even today the grave
vard of martyrs who fought for
the freedom struggle. They fought
against the Razakars for the preser-
vation of the unity of the country. It
stands to reason that this should be
considered as part of the freedom
struggle. There should not be any
sort of communal approach. We say
that the Mopla Rebellion in former
Malabar State of Kerala should be
considered as a part of the freedom
struggle.

The approach, is that it has nothing
to do with freedom struggle. It was
part of a great movement, Khilafat
movement, in this country in which
Mahatma Gandhi himself took part.
And that was inspired by the people
who. in that part of the country were
Mus!ims.  That does not mean that
that is not the part of the freedom
struggle of this country.

17 hrs.

| SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI in the Chair]

Sir, many years ago, when we were
discussing about the post-war of In-
dependence, it was condemned Dby
the Britisy Historians as a rebellion—
a new thing—and they did not consi-
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der it as part of the struggle for
freedém of this country.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Chandrap-
pan, just a minute. The time allotted
for discussion of this Bill was two
hours. And @t 5 P.M. the two hours
will be over. But I find there is a
long list of speakers.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR
(SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA): I do
not mind extending the time of the
discussion on this Bill if there are
many Members who want to speak.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have got
your list also. So, is it the pleasure
of the House that the time should be
extended?

——n

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes,
Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think Mr
Chandrapyan, you must cut down
vour time.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: I am
going to end my speech.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Anyway, the
time is extended by two hours for
this Bill, The House will of course
rise ut the usual time. The spiliover

will be carried to the next session.
EJ

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: My
roint was this

MR. CHAIRMAN: At 17.30 hours,
there is half-an-hour discussion also.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: My
point was this that the freedom strug-
gle in this country was something in
which various forces were involved.
Government may have a little broa-
der approach towards the freedom
struggl, and the role playved by dif-
ferent forces in this country.

Sir, I talked about those three
struggles specifically. I must say that
the former rulers and the present
rulers are not much depressed in as-
sessing the role of various 'parties
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and movements in the freedom strug-
gle. There was a partisan approach,
a very narrow approach which some-
times is very painful. That is why
1 said that in the Mopla Rebellion
in Kerala—it was not a question of
few but tens and thousands of people
were ‘finvolved in that—many took
part and their descendants are still
there and nobody can say that they
were Muslims and so their role in
the freedom struggle was something
second to others. Similarly, it was
backed by the Communists and the
Tamiliang against the Razakars and
the Nizam and the Punnapara Vaya-
lar in Trivandrum against the former
Diwan and the princes of Trivan-
drum. How can they say that this is
not a part of the freedom struggie?
It is that approach, that narrow ap-
proach, which prevents them from
accepting the role played by Subhas
Chandra Bose in the freedom
struggle, I may not agree
with  the philosophy and I
may not agree with all the tactics
that were employed. That is not the
point. None in this country will
say that he did not play a significant
role in the freedom struggle? He did
play and it wil] be remembered by
this country for ages to come and
that recognition should be given to
the role plavey by Subhas Chandra
Bose. Whether it is in the form of
national holiday or whether it is in
the form of mnational day is a ques-
tion of detail. We can find agree-
ment. But the question before us is
whether the Government is going to
accept this view that the national
freedom movement of this country
was the mainstream in which several
streams joined together—some led by
communists, some led by socialists
and some led by people like Netaji
Subhas Bose. The main thing was
led by Mahatma Gandhi himself and
there is the role of the Indian
National Congress. If you ignore any
part of it, then I am afraid, we are
making a mistake.

I thank Shri Guha for bringing for-
ward this Bill so that we can get the
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opportunity to discusg the role played
by various movements in the freedom
struggle. Wity these words, I sup-
port the Bill movedq by Shri Samar
Guha and, I hope, Government will
have a new look into the whole prob-
lem.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat): Sir.
1 rise to support the Bill moved %“y
Shri Samar Guha. It has been rightly
poin‘ed out by some Members in this
House—who have just preceded me—
that the issue before the House and
which has been raised lryy the Bill is
limited in the sense that the mover
of the Bill wants that 23rd January—
the birthday of Netaji Subhas Bcse--
should te declared as national holi-
day,

Mr Chairman, Sir, Shri Samar Guha
in his rare eloquence has narrated the
background of the freedom movement
of{ our country. He has also assessed
the role of the Father of the Nation,
namely Mahatma Gandhi. He has also
inter glia ought to assess the rcle
played by Netaji Subhas Bose and he
has also highlighted cer.ain aspects of
Neizji Subhas Bose's life, his ebic
struggle and the fundamcntal coniri-
bution made by him to the freedom
struggie of this country. He has also
hinted that Netaji worked for not only
the freedom of this country but vsant-
ed to ovuild up a new future of India
based on socialism. Not only that he
also fought for the creation of a new
mankind.

Therefore, I do not want to dilate
on that. In all humility, 1 should say
that the greatness of Netaji canno! be
weighed, assessed or quantified. That
being the case, I do not propose ‘o do
that. I do not also propose to com-
pare him with anybody because it is
incomparable; it is not fair to com-
pare the greatness of a leader of sta-
ture and standing of Netaji. I refrain
from entering into any discussion on
that because no rhetoric is expressive
enough to really describe the role he
played In our history and no ‘word is

'‘DECEMBER 16, 1977

on Netaji Subhas 384
Chandra Bose's Birthday Bill

adequate to convey the feelings of
myse!f and a large number of people
vuiside. Therefore 1 refrein from en-
tering into that aspect of the discus-
sion.

Coming to the merits of the Bill—I
am glad that the Mover of the Bill is
now here— he has suggested that 23rd
January be declared a national holi-
d.y in our country. The concept of
national hcliday in our country is not
new. Today there are three national
holirlays: Republic  Day. Indepen-
dence Day and Mahatma  Gandhi's
birthday. In this connection. I should
like ‘o draw the attention of the House
to the broad principle governing the
teclaration of national holidays which
are contained in government papers
and documents. It has Leen mentioned
n the Third Pay Commission report
while explaining the principle of
dec.aration of a particular day us a
national! holiday:

“The principles «woverning the
declaration of a pulic holiday were
reviewed in 1947 when it was deci-
ded that only festivals of gcneral
significance and birthdaws of world
figures of importance to India should
be included in the list of public holi_
days.”

Two criteria have been laid down.
One: it must be festivals of general
significance and it must be the birth-
day of a world figure of importance o
Irdia. I do not want to make Gov-
ernment uncomfortable. The principle
is very much there. In pursuance of
that principle the birthday of Mahat-
ma Gandhi, father of the nation hac
been declared a national holiday. This
principle does not nrevent anybody
cu'side India, i great man ouiside the
borders of India, his birth day being
declared as one of the national holi-
days in our country.

The crux of the question is whe-
ther instead of three national hoiidays
‘we can declare four, If we want Netla-
ji's birthday to “e a nationa! holiday,
instead of three there will be four. !
quile appreciate the eloquence of Dr.
Ramji Singh and others who took part



