
377 National Holiday AGRAHAYANA 25, 1899 (SAKA) on Netaji Subhas 378
Chandra Bose’s Birthday Bill

f o r  t ,  71*3̂

<TiVT fr^rnrr *tt  “ f . ^ r  *rr
" *  wY< TTt” , xftT 3ft % *T(TT foTT

^FTt” «rV< fesy” I STC' f*T
%ctt jfr srV-c ^ r c * n  3ft *f t  m * ?

?r> %tn 3ft ?ffr *n r  *£r 1
? tt: %?rr ^fr v  s f * t  fs^r &£\ % f o r

*r JT'fPTr 3 r ^ r  $ 1 %?rT3frf^rr% «rr
jnr<r*=T ^ tf'T fr r ft  ir 1 t ?  ~ ~ t

firm er *t  sr-r-ft
s v f T '  ^rcnfr ?tt *rr qt-TTT 1

fa r * n s r  w? 7 T r ? r
?fnr % ffT'TffT  f r  f?^r w a

“ Friends, the time has now come 
for freedom  loving Indians to act. 
Action in a war crisis demands, 
above all, military discipline as 
w ell as unflinching loyalty to the 
cause. I, therefore, call upon all 
m y countrym en in East Asia to line 
up in one solid phalanx under one 
leadership and prepare for the grim 
fight that is ahead o f us.”
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He concluded his speech by enunciat-
ing:

44___ W e have a grim fight ahead
o f us— for the enemy is powerful, 
unscrupulous and ruthless. In the 
final march to freedom — you will 
have to face hunger, thirst, pri-
vation, forced marches and death. 
Only when you pass this test, w ill 
freedom  be yours. I am confident 
that you w ill do so and thereby 
bring freedom  and prosperity to 
your enslaved and impoverished 
land.”
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“Comrades, I feel that in this cri-
tical hour, 380 millions o f our coun-
trym en at home are looking at us, 
the members o f India’s A rm y o f L i-
beration. Therefore, remain true to 
India and do not, for a moment, 
waver in your faith in India’s des-
tiny. The roads to Delhi are many 
and Delhi still remains our goal. 
The sacrifices o f your immortal 
comrades and of yourselves w ill 
certainly achieve their fulfilment. 
There is no power on earth that 
can keep India enslaved. India shall 
be free and before long.”
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SHRI C. K. CHAN DRAPPAN  

(Cannanore): I support the Bill
m oved by Mr. Samar Guha and I 
think I need not make a very long 
speech because he has explained very 
effectively his case. But I think a 
certain other aspect also should be 
taken into account, whether the 
question is o f giving a holiday or 
whether it is a question <?f observing 
it, as Dr. Ram ji said, as a national
day. I think that is not the main
question. The question is of reco-
gnizing the significant role played by 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the
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freedom  struggle o f  our country. I 
think here w e should also understand 
— I think Mr. Samar Guha explained 
that point also— that there w ere vari-
ous streams o f India’s free* 
dom  struggle. It was not 
only the one w hich was led 
by  Mahatma Gandhi. N obody w ill 
deny that the struggle led by Maha-
tma Gandhi and the role o f the 
Indian National Congress are pre-
em inent in the freedom  m ovem ent o f 
our country. But, at the same time, 
there w ere other streams also which 
played an equally significant and 
important role in the freedom  strug-
gle.

The role played by Bhagat Singh 
is m em orable; his was a terrorist 
m ovem ent and the m em ory o f Bha- 
gat Singh will inspire the younger 
generation o f today and tom orrow. 
The role played by Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose w ill inspire the young 
people o f  this country for generations 
to come.

Sir in respect of certain struggles 
which took place in the form er Prin-
cely States, the hon. Home Minister 
refused to consider them as part o f 
freedom  struggle. The argument that 
w as advanced was that the Indian 
National Congress was not leading 
that. In Travancore, during that 
period after the second W orld War. 
a new wave the movem ent for indepen-
dence took place. The Britishers were 
keen to create a point from  where* 
they can start disrupting the unity 
o f the country. They found a Diwan 
to the erstwhile K ing o f Travancore 
to play this game. Against that the 
people rose and agitated and this is 
called the Punnapura Vayalar strug-
gle in the form er Travancore State. 
Several hundreds of people were shot 
dead. They were fighting for keep-
ing Travancore as a part o f the In-
dian Union. W hile leaving this 
country, the Britishers wanted to 
create certain points from  w here they 
thought they w ill be able to operate.

Hyderabad State and the third, Tra-
vancore State

At that time Sir C. P. Ramaswami 
A yyar was the Diwan o f Travancore 
and he gave the slogan for  a free 
independent Travancore outside the 
Republic o f India. Against that the 
w orking class rose a n j fought. It 
was led by the Communists. What is 
w rong with it? The part played by 
them for the freedom  and unity o f 
the country has to be recognised In 
the form er Hyderabad State, under 
the Nizam, a conspiracy was hatched 
by the Britishers with the connivance 
o f the form er Nizam o f Hyderabad. 
At that tim e the famous Telengana 
armed insurgency took place. You 
can see in that Telengana portion o f 
Andhra Pradesh even today the grave 
yard o f martyrs w ho fought for 
the freedom  struggle. They fought 
against the Razakars for the preser-
vation o f the unity o f the country. It 
stands to reason that this should be 
considered as part o f the freedom  
struggle. There should not be any 
sort o f com munal approach. W e say 
that the Mopla Rebellion in form er 
Malabar State o f Kerala should be 
considered as a part o f the freedom  
struggle.

The approach is that it has nothing 
to do with freedom  struggle. It was 
part of a great movem ent, K hilafat 
m ovem ent, in this country in which 
Mahatma Gandhi him self took part. 
And that was inspired by the people 
who, in that part o f the country were 
Muslims. That does not mean that 
that is not the part o f the freedom  
struggle o f this country.

17 hrs.

I Sh r i Tr id ib  Ch au d h u r i in the Chair]

Sir, many years ago, when we were 
discussing about the post-w ar o f In-
dependence, it was condem ned by 
the British Historians as a rebellion—  
a new thing— and they did not consi-
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der it as part o f the struggle for 
freedom  o f this country.

MR. CH AIRM AN : Mr. Chandrap-
pan, just a minute. The time allotted 
fo r  discussion o f  this Bill was tw o 
hours. And at 5 P.M. the tw o hours 
w ill be over. But I find there is a 
long list o f  speakers.

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAM EN -
T A R Y  AFFAIRS A N D  LABOUR 
(SHRI RAVIN D RA V A R M A ): I do 
not mind extending the time o f  the 
discussion on this Bill if  there are 
many Members who want to speak.

MR. CHAIRM AN : I have got
your list also. So, is it the pleasure 
o f  the House that the time should be 
extended?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes,
Sir.

MR. CHAIRM AN: I think Mr
Chandrappan, you must cut down 
your time.

SHRI C. K. CHAN DRAPPAN : I am 
going to end my speech.

MR. CHAIRM AN; A nyw ay, the 
timg extended by two hours for 
this Bill. The House will o f course 
rise ;it the usual time. The spillover 
w ill be carried to the next session.

jf
SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: My

point was this

MR. CHAIRM AN: At 17.30 hours, 
there is half-an-hour discussion also.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: My 
point was this that the freedom strug-
gle in this country was something in 
which various forces were involved 
Governm ent may have a little broa-
der approach towards the freedom 
struggle and the role played by d if-
ferent forces in this country.

Sir, I talked about those three 
struggles specifically. I must say that 
the form er rulers and the present 
rulers are not much depressed in as-
sessing the role o f  various *partieS

and movem ents in the freedom  strug-
gle. There was a partisan approach, 
a very narrow approach which som e-
times is very painful. That is w hy 
I said that in the Mopla Rebellion 
in Kerala— it was not a question o f  
few  but tens and thousands o f people 
were involved in that— many took 
part and their descendants are still 
there and nobody can say that they 
w ere Muslims and so their role in 
the freedom  struggle was something 
second to others. Similarly, it was 
backed by the Communists and the 
Tamilians against the Razakars and 
the Nizam and the Punnapara V aya- 
lar in Trivandrum  against the form er 
Diwan and the princes o f Trivan-
drum. How can they say that this is 
not a part o f the freedom  struggle? 
It is that approach, that narrow ap-
proach which prevents them from  
accepting the role played by Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the freedom  
struggle. I may not agree 
with the philosophy and J 
may not agree with all the tactics 
that w ere em ployed. That is not the 
point. None in this country w ill 
say that he did not play a significant 
role in the freedom  struggle? He did 
play and it will be rem embered by 
this country for ages to com e and 
that recognition should b e given to 
the role played Subhas Chandra 
Bose. W hether it is in the form  o f 
national holiday or whether it is in 
the form  o f national day is a ques-
tion o f detail. W e can find agree-
ment. But the question before us is 
whether the Governm ent is going to 
accept this view  that the national 
freedom  m ovem ent o f this country 
was the mainstream in which several 
streams joined together— some led by 
communists, some led by socialists 
and some led by people like Netaji 
Subhas Bose. The main thing was 
led by Mahatma Gandhi himself and 
there is the role o f the Indian 
National Congress. If you ignore any 
part o f it, then I am afraid, w e are 
making a mistake.

I thank Shri Guha for bringing for-
ward this Bill so that we can get the
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[Shri C. K  Chandrappan.j
opportunity to discuss the role played 
by  various movem ents in the freedom  
struggle. W ith these words, I sup-
port the Bill m oved by Shri Samar 
Guha and, I hope. G overnm ent w ill 
have a new look into the w hole p rob -
lem.

SHRI CHITTA BASU (Barasat): Sir, 
I rise to support the Bill moved x?y 
Shri Samar Guha. It has been rightly 
pointed out by some Members in this 
House— who have just preceded m e -  
that the issue before the House and 
w hich has been raised by the Bill is 
limited in the sense that the mover 
o f the Bill wants that 23rd January— 
the birthday of Netaji Subhas B cse— 
should be declared as national holi 
day.

Mr Chairman, Sir, Shri Samar Guha 
in his rare eloquence has narrated the 
background of the freedom movement 
o f our country. He has also assessed 
the role of the Father of the Nation, 
nam ely Mahatma Gandhi. He has also 
inter alia ought to assess the rcle 
played by Netaji Subhas Bose and he 
has also highlighted certain aspects of 
N eiaji Subhas Bose’s life, his epic 
struggle and the fundam ental contri-
bution m ade by him to the freedom  
struggle of this country. He has also 
hinted that Netaji w orked for not only 
the freedom  o f this country but want-
ed to uuild up a new future of India 
based on socialism. Not only that he 
also fought for the creation of a new 
mankind.

Therefore, I do not want to dilate 
on that. In all hum ility, I should say 
that the greatness of Netaji cannoi be 
weighed, assessed or quantified. That 
being the case, I do not propose to do 
that. I do not also propose to com -
pare him with anybody because it is 
incom parable; it is not fair to com -
pare the greatness of a leader of sta-
ture and standing o f Netaji. I refrain 
from  entering into any discussion on 
that because no rhetoric is expressive 
enough to really describe the role he 
played In our history and no word is

adequate to convey the feelings o f 
myself and a large number of people 
ouiside. Therefore I refrain from en-
tering into that aspect of ^ e  discus-
sion.

Coming to the merits of the Bill— I 
am glad that the Mover of the Bill is 
now here— he has suggested that 23rd 
January be declared a national holi-
day in our country. The concept of 
national holiday in our country is not 
new. Today there are three national 
holidays: Republic Day, Indepen-
dence Day and Mahatma Gandhi's 
birthday. In this connection, I should 
like to draw the attention of the House 
to the broad principle governing the 
declaration of national holidays which 
arc contained in government papers 
and documents. Ii has been mentioned 
‘in the Third Pay Commission report 
while explaining the principle o f 
declaration of a particular day as a 
national holiday:

“ The principles governing the 
declaration of a public holiday were 
review ed in 1947 when it was deci-
ded that only festivals of general 
significance and birthdays of w orld 
figures of im portance to India should 
be included in the list of public h o li. 
days.”

Tw o criteria have been laid down. 
One: it must be festivals of genera! 
significance and U must be the birth-
day of a world figure of importance to 
India. I do not want to make G ov-
ernment uncomfortable. The principle 
is very much there. In pursuance o f 
that principle the birthday o f Mahat-
ma Gandhi, father o f the nation ha? 
been declared a national holiday. This 
principle does not nrevent anybody 
fill*side India, a great man ouiside the 
borders of India, his birth day being 
declared as one of the national holi-
days in our country.

The crux o f the question is w he-
ther instead of three national holidays 
w e can declare four. If we want Neta- 
ji ’s birthday to be a national holiday, 
instead o f three there will be four. I 
quite appreciate the eloquence of Dr. 
R am ji Singh and others who took part


